BOOK III
CHAPTER VIII
%
INDIAN CULTURE IN CHAMPA
1.   SOCIETY
THE Indian colonists in Champa tried to build up a society of the
orthodox Hindu type, but it had to be modified-in some essential
aspects by the pre-existing traditions, manners and customs. The
people   were   theoretically 'divided   into  four   castes,   Brahmana,"
t               , i
Kshatriya, Vaisya and gudra. But this division hardly existed in
practical life except with regard to Brahmanas and Kshatriyas.
The Indian colonists belonged mainly to the ranks of Kshatriyas
and Brahmanas, while there was probably no** very sharp distinction
between the other classes of society. The merchants, on account of
their wealth, probably occupied a high position in society, but beyond
this there were probably no social divisions among the common rank
of people, whether Indians or Chams. There is no clear indication
^
in the inscriptions that the conquered Chams were specially marked
out for the servile, position. -
The distinction between Brahmanas and Kshatriyas* seems
more akin to that of classes than that of castes. For one thing, it
is evident that intermarriage between the two was in vogue, arid
such marriages were pretty frequent.
The Brahmanas occupied'a high position in society. They did
not dominate over the king and the state to the same extent as in
India. But otherwise they occupied a position of great dignity.
The Brahmanas were regarded as gods among men, and the murder
of a Brahmana was regarded as a very heinous crime." It is doubtful,
however, whether they ranked above the Kshatriyas. It is true
that in the" only instance where the traditional four castes^ aie
enumerated, the Brahmanas occupy the conventional position of
supremacy; but in a good many instances where only the two
classes are mentioned, the Kshatriyas are placed before the
BiahmaJias, as we find in Buddhist and Jaina books 1131 India. Cta
j                           ^           7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            ^
the whole, the available materials seem to show that the-distincboa
between the Brahmanas and the Ksfeatriyas was not a